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 211 Visual Arts Policy 

 

 
Rationale  
Visual Arts encourage and enhance our ability to communicate and express ourselves. Through them we explore 
our cultures and histories, and make meaning of our world. In Visual Art we develop skills and investigate and 
explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques. We refine our ability to think, reflect, question and problem 
solve. In an ever-changing world the ability to think creatively and critically is central to our future. Visual Arts 
provides a rich and unique platform in which all students can experience success across a range of 2-D and 3-D art 
forms which incorporate cognitive, emotional, social and kinaesthetic learning.  

 

Aims  
• To promote engagement and enthusiasm with Visual Arts using a range of creative learning tasks. 
• To scaffold the development of skills and techniques necessary for creating and responding to art works 

and art styles. 
• To promote student’s confidence and competence in engaging with learning tasks.  
• To provide learning opportunities that are achievable for all, through modification and the use of open-

ended tasks 
• To challenge and expand student’s visual art skills and understandings.  
• To provide all students, regardless of ability, a forum in which to confidently express and explore ideas 

and concrete materials 
• To encourage students to plan and reflect upon their art works.  
• To enable students to recognise and value creative thinking and processes. 
• To foster an environment of shared knowledge and collaboration. 
• To recognise the individual. 
• To provide students with opportunities to explore a range of art forms such as: collage, drawing, printing, 

painting, construction, sculpture, and textiles. 
• To emphasise the importance of a design process and its application in real world contexts. 
• To enable students to understand and use art elements within their own art works and in responding to 

art of others. 
• To support students in using Visual Art language and terminology to describe their processes and 

artworks, and to reflect on the work of others. 
• To enable students to increase their knowledge, skill, understanding of and sensitivity to art forms made 

in their own cultures and that of others, from the past and present. 
• To support students in developing an understanding of and appreciation for Indigenous Australian art and 

culture.  
• To enable students to express and communicate their ideas, feelings and understandings using a range of 

artistic forms, mediums and skills. 
• To instil within the students that both the product and the process are worthwhile. 
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Implementation  
• Students to have access to a specialised Visual Arts lesson for an hour each week for one semester. 
• Students will utilise an appropriately well-equipped Visual Arts facility. 
• Students will have access to a stimulating, creative and challenging learning environment. 
• Students will utilise an organised space that they understand how to engage with and care for with 

respect.  
• The Visual Arts Program will be based on the AUSVELS and will relate to other Key Learning Areas. 
• The Visual Arts Program will in part offer a sequential program covering a range of art forms and art tools 

and techniques. It will also seek to provide opportunities for student led projects and investigations at 
senior level and within extension groups. 

• Students will have the freedom to experiment with materials, techniques, tools, media, processes, and 
equipment without fear of failure. Learning through mistakes will be encouraged.   

• Students will have the opportunity to display art works for an audience for a genuine purpose eg. school 
displays, school social medias and art shows. 

• Students will be exposed to both high and low art forms, for example famous art works, cultural and craft 
related artefacts and more commonplace examples of art such as T-shirt design etc. Students will be 
encouraged to view Art as the domain of all and appreciate the everyday nature of creating. 

• A budget that provides for the needs of a Visual Arts Program will be reviewed annually.  The Visual Arts 
Coordinator will oversee the budget. 

• Student assessment will be ongoing and will include a range of formal and informal strategies, including 
anecdotal records, samples of students work, student self evaluation and checklists and performance on 
set tasks.  

• Written reports will be provided to parents in either June or December, according to the areas 
undertaken.  

• The Visual Arts component of Individual Learning Plans will also be completed at this time.  
 

Evaluation  
The Arts Program will be reviewed during the Program Evaluation process in Term 4.  

This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s 4-year review cycle, unless an issue arises which requires prior 
review.  

 
This policy was last ratified by school council in June 2021 and is scheduled for review in 2025. 
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